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Embed Reconciliation
principles into operational
practice

PURPOSE VALUES
Broome CIRCLE is at

the centre of
developing a vibrant,

cohesive, happy,
thriving, welcoming

community.

To build a stronger and more
inclusive community through

connecting people,
encouraging collaboration,
supporting initiatives and

exchanging skills.

Belonging and participation
Respect
Empowerment
Collective Action
Communication
Sustainability

COMMUNITY

Strategic Plan
2022-2024

VISION

Develop a plan that prioritises
engagement with stakeholders. 

Develop Broome 
Empowerment Circle (BEC)
into a vibrant community
centre 

Strong partnerships

INCLUSION

PROGRAMS

ORGANISATION

Relaunch the profile of
Broome CIRCLE as the
organisation moves into the
new premises

Build connections and diversity

A place for all

Meeting needs

Secure foundation

Align activities to UN
Sustainable Development
Goals (UNSDG)

Improve feedback on community
needs and opportunities

Focus on programs and
activities that address gaps
in service provision

Proactively demonstrate
the achievements from
programs

Build skills and cohesion
across the organisation

Operationalise an
effective set of policies
and procedures

Broaden the financial base of the
organisation

www.broomecircle.org.au(08) 9193 6425broomecircle

http://www.broomecircle.org.au/
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Our purpose:
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To see Broome CIRCLE at the forefront
of developing a vibrant, cohesive,
happy, thriving and welcoming
community. 

To build a stronger and more inclusive
community through connecting
people, encouraging collaboration,
supporting initiatives and exchanging
skills.
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT
Elisabeth Lucke

As this year draws to a close, I am
pleased to be able to report that
Broome CIRCLE has successfully
navigated challenges in a range of areas.
Starting with our funding, which rose
substantially with the initial COVID-19
crisis, then decreased again, creating
resourcing bottlenecks. 

This period affected CIRCLE’s ability to
provide much-needed financial
counselling services both in Broome and
to remote communities, but staff quickly
created electronic methods of staying
across the needs of clients. In the
meantime, financial counsellors have
continued to work beyond their
requirements to provide not just
fantastic services, but also nationally
important advocacy in a range of areas
where local services are inadequate.

Our much-needed volunteer co-
ordination funding dried up almost
completely when funding parameters
changed, pushing CIRCLE’s growing
activities outside fundable boundaries.
This area of community development is
critical to the wellbeing of any
population centre, and CIRCLE’s
Executive Officer has been appointed to
the national consulting body seeking to
formulate a much-needed strategy for
sector and resourcing sustainability.

Following the closure of the BELC
(Broome Early Learning Centre) last
year, CIRCLE has maintained childcare at
the heart of our activities. Parents are
now able to attend programs and bring
their children to the crèche at the
centre. 

Financial counselling services will again
be supported by crèche services and
we look forward to resuming time out
activities for parents who lack local
family support and need assistance
with finding time for themselves. 

Our new venue, the Broome
Empowerment Centre (named BEC
after our beloved community
development co-ordinator) continues
towards its realisation as a community
hub, a thriving centre for community
activities of all types. Challenges are
still presenting in bringing the duplex
building up to operational integrity as a
public venue and CIRCLE continues to
work with architects and engineers to
solve complex and potentially
expensive issues around national
building codes. Never give up is
becoming a motto here and we are
looking forward to exploring more
options for resolution in coming
months.

In the meantime, the building was
brought up to structural integrity using
CIRCLE’s reserve funds and is being
utilised for creating cultural fine art by
remote artists, many of whom visit
Broome for health reasons. 
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This program is partially funded at
present, and we look forward to seeing it
grow and mature into initiatives offering
opportunities for local Broome residents
as well. Behind the BEC buildings, we are
funded to create an all access garden
and thanks go to all the wonderful
volunteers who have already assisted in
bringing the landscaping under control.

The community garden on Frederick
Street is a sight most residents now
recognise and Thursday afternoons
becomes a hive of activity as volunteers
harvest, clear, seed, nurture and tend
food plants which everyone can enjoy.

A new seniors group who meet once a
month at CIRCLE will be working with us
to identify gaps in service provision to
create programs and activities which are
not currently available in and around
Broome.

Learning continues to drive CIRCLE
forward on every level. Staff are
encouraged and subsidised to upskill
and gain or improve qualifications. Work
schedules are flexed where necessary to
allow study and attendance of local and
remote classes.

The Board has access to the
governance and board training
provided by Linkwest our peak body.
The CIRCLE Board benefits from the
diverse experience of its directors, and
many thanks to those who have
remained part of this group during the
challenging year gone. Thanks also to
those who volunteered their time and
energy to help steer this multi-limbed
organisation, and then needed to
depart for other priorities. In
particular, thanks to outgoing Chair
Jordan Payne and congratulations on
birthing a truly gorgeous little boy.

Forward planning for CIRCLE is tricky,
as we do not yet have a firm timeline
for making our new venue operational.
The current building is bursting at the
seams and we look forward to being
able to decentralise some of our staff
operations into BEC.   We do, however,
refer strongly to our strategic plan,
which is available on our website.

The Board looks to commit to an
independent review of the entire
organisation during the coming year.
This will include our need to plan for
future growth, and the changes the
addition of the new venue will
necessitate. The one constant both
socially and economically at present
seems to be change, and the need to
plan for it, flexibly manage it and pivot
in response to it. 

Many thanks to CIRCLE staff, past and
present, who make this organisation
special, who go above and beyond to
bring good things to this community,
and who contribute so much on a daily
basis to realise CIRCLE’s vision.
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Executive Officer's Report
Denisa Konecny

We are pleased to present our 2021–
2022 Annual Report, which provides a
comprehensive snapshot of our
services, programs and events over the
past financial year. It is an opportunity
for us to reflect and share with you some
of the outstanding accomplishments
during a very challenging year, as we
collectively experienced the coronavirus
pandemic reaching Broome and the
Kimberley region. With our remote
communities in lockdown and the
everchanging restriction parameters,
service continuity of our programs and
events has called for flexibility,
innovation and unwavering commitment
like never before. I congratulate the
Broome CIRCLE team who have
continued to provide services to many
vulnerable community members amidst
strict safety protocols, which for a time
necessitated both remote delivery and
social distancing interactions at the
Centre.

Like the majority of not for profit
organisations, our revenue for last
financial year was significantly reduced
when compared to the previous year,
creating challenges at a time when many
of our community members were
seeking additional support. Social
isolation, financial pressures, coping
with uncertainly and in many cases
dealing with individual, family,
community and workplace COVID-19
infections and recovery are just some of
the hurdles experienced during the
onset of the pandemic in Broome earlier
this year. In retrospect, we are thankful
for the service ecosystem response and
resilience during this challenging time 

that has highlighted the uniqueness
and strength of our communities in
Broome and beyond 

On a positive note, Broome CIRCLE’s
key funding agreements have been
reassessed and renewed over the past
year, providing much needed
operational certainly for the next two
to three years. In November 2021, the
Money Support Hub team took out the
state Outback Award at the FCAWA
Conference for the second
consecutive year – an amazing
achievement and congratulations to all
involved.

We continue to make progress with the
redevelopment of additional premises
on Herbert Street and have
implemented new initiatives such as
the Artists Away from Home program,
which has provided a welcome outlet
for an array of incredible artists to
continue painting in collaboration with
their community Arts Centres. 

I would like to thank the Broome
CIRCLE team, Board of Directors,
Volunteers and funding bodies for
their commitment and resilience over
the past year. 



Childcare
Fees
$45,286 | 3%

Grants C/Fwd,
$57,735 | 3%

Room Bookings
$19,745 | 1%

Grant Charges
$138,285 | 8%

Other Subsidies/
Sundry
$14,796 | 1%

Grants Current
Year, 
$1,293,750 | 79%

Program Fees
$22,076 | 1%

Interest
$482 | 0%

Membership
$2,067 | 0%

EXPENSES
BREAKDOWN

2022

FINANCIAL
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Sales & Services
$41,823 | 3%

Fundraising
$8,068 | 0%

INCOME
BREAKDOWN
2022

Depreciation
$41,922 | 2%

Client Support
$42,533 | 2%

Emergency Relief
$30,956 | 2%

Program Costs
$22,467 | 1%

Motor Vehicles
$14,573 | 1%

Grant Surpluses
$186,504 | 10%

Employment
Expenses
$1,142,141| 60%

Grant Charges
$138,285 | 7%

Administrative
$214,584 | 12%

Property
$59,846 | 3%



Our purpose::

Cover photo Courtesy of *** 7

Treasurer's Report
Dr Anne Jennings

The 2022 financial year was a difficult
one for many Not for Profit
organisations across Australia. Working
through the ongoing pandemic had its
own particular set of challenges,  whilst
we also all had to begin to deal with a
reduction in available income as the
COVID-19-related assistance payments
not only dried-up but savings were
required to begin to recoup some of the
stimulus payments that had been
available in the 2 previous financial
years.

CIRCLE started the year with some
budget tightening required after the loss
of over $300,000 in overall grant
incomes for 2022.  This was a direct
result of previous COVID-19-related
payments simply no longer being
available.  In addition, the winding up of
the Broome Early Learning Centre would
require effective management to both
ensure a smooth close and also to adjust
to the reduced income from which to
support CIRCLE's existing overhead
costs.  Throw in the ongoing upgrade and
set up of the Herbert Street Broome
Empowerment Centre facility and the
overall effect was always going to be a
financial strain on the organisation for
the year.

These factors required CIRCLE to work
to a deficit budget for the 2022 financial
year.  Whilst this is never a desired
situation CIRCLE was in the fortunate
position to have a very sound financial
base and savings available through many
years of sound financial management. 
In the end some additional grant funds
were found, which of course helped,
whilst CIRCLE

also worked very hard to manage
expenditures across the board to reduced
budget levels.  Whilst wages remained
overspent against the original budgets set
this was somewhat offset through savings
in almost all other expenditure areas.

CIRCLE started the 2022 financial year
with a reported working capital surplus
(essentially CIRCLE's own existing
savings) of $621,000.  This was reduced
to a figure of $339,000 at 30th June 2022.  
The main causes of the reduction were the
$105,000 spent on the BEC
redevelopment as well as substantial costs
(in particular wages) being taken up
through non grant funds as they were
unable to be allocated against existing
grants.

Whilst the reduction in Working Capital is
noted and is not ideal,  the slide has been
arrested and moving into the new 2023
financial year CIRCLE aims to manage its
expenditures to report a working capital of
no less at 30 June 2023.



Some use of CIRCLE's existing savings
was always going to be required in order
to get BEC up and running.  The aim
going forward is to once again return to
annual working capital growth.

CIRCLE has been successful in obtaining
a substantial LotteryWest grant to assist
in the final development of the BEC
facility,  and once that is fully
functioning it should serve as both a
community hub as well as a financial
benefit for CIRCLE who will be able to
assess occupancy charges so that the
BEC adds to CIRCLE's Working Capital
going forward.
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Overall 2022 was another successful
year for CIRCLE's long-term grant-
funded community programs. Some
large individual arts-related grants
have also now come on line in the back
half of the 2022 financial year such as
the Artists in Residence program.
These will be running throughout 2023
as well.

Here's looking towards a great 2023 for
everyone. It will not be without its
challenges of course, however with
sound financial management should
lay the foundation to CIRCLE’s ongoing
growth.
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We asked you what you like
about our programs

Locally relevant and promoted ways to personally make a difference by

reducing waste and understanding where waste goes | The speaker was

passionate about what she was delivering | Engaging with others |

Atmosphere & hospitality | Doing something different with a new group of

like-minded children | Community interactions | A lot of help and learning

news kills | learning together as a group | Nice atmosphere | Far exceeded

my expectations | Small intimate group, fun and collaborative | Hands on

learning rather than watching | Relaxed style | I love that the kids picked

vegetables from the garden and cooked with them. Such a great learning

experience along with being fun | That I learnt new things



Through the Money Support Hub (MSH),
Broome CIRCLE has assisted 878 people
over the past financial year, offering
many services that support those
experiencing a financial crisis. For people
in this situation, seeing a member of the
Broome CIRCLE MSH team helps to
improve their personal financial
situation and meet personal goals. This
includes strategies to reduce debt, learn
more about the obligations and real
costs involved in taking out loans and
credit, or set up a savings plan for
special occasions. MSH team members
work in Broome and across the Broome
Shire communities of Ardyaloon,
Djarindjin, Beagle Bay, and Bidyadanga.
Some of the projects delivered by MSH
in 2022 are as follows:

Emergency Relief: 
Broome CIRCLE continued to provide
much-needed Emergency Relief support
to our most vulnerable community
members, thanks to funding by
Lotterywest Grants. During this period,
CIRCLE worked with programmers to
capture more detailed data on how these
funds were expended. Many of the
Emergency Relief clients become
Financial Counselling or Financial
Capability clients as we explore in more
detail spending patterns and identify
possible SCAMS or unethical practices
by payday lenders. Food vouchers were
the highest need for Emergency Relief
clients. During this period Broome
CIRCLE assisted 319 clients.
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MONEY SUPPORT HUB (MSH)
Program Coordinator, Paula Manning 

Free Wills Clinic:
55 clients have had their Wills and
Testaments completed in Djarindjin,
Ardyaloonand and Beagle Bay, with
total savings of $110,000. 

The widespread success and lessons
learnt from this endeavor resulted in a  
case study being presented to state
parliament, as well as a commitment to
continuing the program in 2022/23. 

Bankruptcy ACBF/Youpla - Feb 2022
The collapse of the Aboriginal
Community Benefit Fund
(ACBF/Youpla) this year resulted in
Aboriginal communities in Australia
losing millions of dollars. ACBF was a
funeral insurance company that led
people to believe they were signing up
for a funeral savings fund run by
Aboriginal people, while they were
actually signing up for funeral
insurance policies. Our Senior Financial
Counselor, Veronica Johnson, filed a
bulk complaint with the Australian
Financial Complaints Authority (AFCA),
and was able to get a determination
against ACBF/Youpla of almost
$300,000. 

Through the national ACBF advocacy
work supported by Veronica, the
federal government released an
Emergency Fund of $4,000,000 for
eligible clients impacted by the
ACBF/Youpla collapse and selling
tactics. 

Total individual clients from 21/22 FY
 

878 
Number of sessions 1255
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Money Story: 
The Money Story presentation was well
received at the Financial Counsellors
Association WA (FCAWA) conference in
November 2021 and this year two of
the ladies were sponsored to attend
the 2022 conference to share their
powerful stories as well as showcase &
sell the beautiful scarves created in
Djarindjin.

The Project has morphed to include
economic development, banking
inaccessibility resources and has given
the ladies a voice where they can
become strong advocates for their
communities. Advocacy resources
created by the Money Story ladies are
also featured in the “Help Us
Understand Your Way” report
completed in 2022. 

Banking Round Table 
In a testament to the strength of the
Money Support Hub's advocacy
endeavors, a group of over 55 peak
bodies joined CIRCLE in person and from
around Australia for our Banking Round
Table. 

This highlighted the lack of access to
banking facilities in the Kimberley's
remote communities and placed the
issue before powerful institutions of the
banking industry. These included ASIC,
the Australian Banking Association, the
Department of Consumer Protections
and the 'Big 4' banks among others. 

The reception of these discussions was
incredibly positive from all participants,
with a second meeting taking place in
September 2022 and commitments to
continue discussions in the new year. 



Number of Participants 97

Number of Tax returns lodged 258

Number of Business activity statements lodged 27

Estimated Tax refunds $155,555.00
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Curtin Tax Clinic 2022
In collaboration with Curtin University,
Financial Counsellor Sen Amaratunga
delivered Tax Clinics in Broome,
Bidyadanga and Djarindjin in July 2022. 

The tax consultants were
overwhelmingly happy with the
outcomes and the program was
delivered consistently at full capacity,
with the following results:

The Clinic not only provided assistance
in preparing tax returns but also
educated clients on the Zone Tax
Offsets, with many not previously aware
of these benefits. The tax agents also
met with workers who held Pacific
Labour Scheme (PLS) Visa's and assisted
them in completing their Tax returns. It
was an excellent experience for the
Curtin students who enjoyed the
outreach visits and the opportunity to
assist with community members' tax
matters.

Community Education:
Our Financial Educators build
relationships with other stakeholders
and services and deliver workshops in
the community. Broome CIRCLE
conducts regular outreach to remote
areas, assisting community members
with money issues, applications for
NILS loans, connecting with
appropriate services and providing
information.

CIRCLE continues to deliver tailored
community education sessions for
many local service providers and
organisations such as Nirrumbuk,
Kimberley Legal Services, Millya
Rumurra, Men’s Outreach Service,
TAFE Young Girls Rising Workshop,
Djarindjin Safe House and Headspace
Broome. 

We are continually exploring
opportunities to expand workshops to
other service providers and widening
our workshop delivery partnerships
covering a range of topics such as
scams, tenancy obligations, budgeting,
credit cards & loans, superannuation
and taxation, to name a few.
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income and expenditure form which they supplied to
substantiate my current financial position. 
After sending all relevant documentation required of
me, I received a letter on the 9th of February, 2022
saying that the company has reviewed my financial
situation and that it was determined that they will
discontinue with the recovery action against me for the
amount owing. 
This is a huge relief for me and I can't thank Sen and
Broome CIRCLE enough for this wonderful outcome. I
am so grateful to you for all your help and what you do
for the Broome Community. I can now rest in peace
knowing that this has been successfully resolved. 

Yours sincerely, 

MB

IMPACT IN STORIES
Money Support Hub

CASE STUDY 1 - Insurance Payment
Support
After Client MB was involved in a car
accident, their insurance company
pursued an immediate payment of over
$10,000. 
Reliant on Centrelink payments, the 70-
year-old client did not have the capacity
to pay and dealing with the insurance
matter was causing significant distress. 
I am writing this email to show my sincere appreciation to
Broome CIRCLE Services provided to me, by Sen
Amaratunga. I was involved in an incident which
happened on the 7th of June, 2021. The incident which
occurred was purely accidental and happened outside an
aged care facility. 
I gave the age care facility my full details in case they
needed to get in touch with me and also for them to fill out
the incident report for insurance purposes. I never heard
back from them, so assumed all was well. On the 3rd of
November I received a letter from the aged care facility
that the amounts owing to them was $10,404.19 and I
was given 14 days to pay this amount. 
I had no idea how I was going to pay this amount in such
a short timeframe, considering I was only on an Aged
Care pension income and this left me feeling very anxious. 
A close friend told me to take this matter to the Financial
Councillor at Broome CIRCLE.

I made an appointment with Sen on the 11th of
November, 2021 who paid full attention to my situation.
Sen talked me through all my options, the first being to
contact the insurance company and explain to them my
financial situation. In order for the insurance company to
give consideration to the financial hardship I would incur,
I had to complete a attached financial hardship 
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“I would like to thank Broome CIRCLE (Veronica) who
has been helping us with my mother’s claim for the ACBF
funeral plans. We have not only lost our mother but could
not afford to bury her. With the help from Broome
CIRCLE, we were able to apply for a state-paid funeral 

CASE STUDY 2 - ACBF/Youpla Funeral
Insurance
Ten years after Ardyaloon client RD and
her mum signed up for a misleading
funeral plan from the now-liquidated
ACBF/Youpla group, they were left without
cover following the tragic passing of RD's
mother in 2022. 

which was only basic but at least we could get our mum
out of the morgue. Me and my family are grateful that
with all the work from Broome CIRCLE we received a
payment from the government and were able to buy a
headstone... Finally some justice for my mum. We just
want to say a big thank you to Broome CIRCLE,
especially Veronica who has worked really hard, she is
also assisting me with my claim with ACBF. I am
hopeful that I can also get justice. 
Thank you Broome CIRCLE”

-RD



Community Development
Programs 
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Carly Day

The Community Development (CD) team
at CIRCLE had a great year delivering a
diverse range of projects, programming
and community events. COVID-19
created some challenges for public
programming and events at times but
also highlighted the importance of
creating opportunities for the
community to come together. Alongside
the continuation of our Empowering
Communities Program, the CD team
added some exciting new initiatives
which  such as the Artists Away From
Home program and a Women’s
Photography Project. 

The Artists Away from Home program
began in May up at CIRCLE's new BEC
facility - the Broome Empowerment
Centre. 

This innovative program works with
Australian First Nation Artists with
existing connections to Remote
Community Art Centres whilst they are
in Broome. Artists and Art Centres are
under a lot of different pressures when
artists are away for periods of time, this
project allows the artists to continue
their creative practice whilst continuing
to support Art Centres. CIRCLE has
developed a supportive studio
environment for artists whilst they are in
town by offering a painting program 3
days a week. 

Finished works are returned to
participating Art Centres for cataloguing
and sales, maintaining clear and
consistent practice around Money Story,
management of Copyright, pricing,
marketing and resale royalty.

The program has really taken off with
participating artists from Warlayirti
Artists (Balgo) Martumili Artists
(Newman, Parnngurr, Punmu,
Kunawarritji, Warralong, Irrungadji
(Nullagine), Jigalong and Bidyadanga
Artists. 

CIRCLE also partnered with Camera
Story and the Bidyadanga Women’s
Centre to run a series of photography
workshops with Women in Broome and
Bidyadanga. 

 The focus was on building capacity
and confidence amongst women in the
community and providing a safe space
where they can explore their creativity,
culture and identity through a camera
lens. 

These workshops covered a range of
topics from technical aspects to
focused creative development
sessions, with two exhibitions at the
end of the project in both Broome and
Bidyadanga. At the conclusion of the
program, seven participants were
successful in securing grants to
purchase their own camera equipment
so that they can continue to develop
their skills in the medium. 
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The Artisan Series continues to provide
opportunities for classes facilitated by
local artisans to come and share their
skills and passion with the wider
community. 

These classes are always incredibly well
attended with a range of creative
development such as life drawing,
felting, sewing and screen printing with
local artists joining us to share their skills
and knowledge. 

Junior Artisans continue to prove
popular amongst Broome’s youngest
creative community members. Art Stars
continues to run each term but now has
classes for different age groups.
Feedback from participants, facilitators,
and community surveys will see these
activities grow as we fine-tune what
works best with what the community
would like to see at CIRCLE. 

Speakers Unlimited continues to
welcome Broome’s most passionate to
share their knowledge on a variety of
topics with others. Topics are incredibly
diverse ranging from waste
management, Astrology, Nutrition to the
benefits of Cloth Nappies. Broome
CIRCLE welcomes input from the
Community and Invites people to come  

and share their skills and knowledge in
a wonderfully welcoming environment.

The Community Verge Garden
continues to flourish with an incredibly
dedicated group of volunteers and in
partnership with Incredible Edible and
the Broome Volunteer Resource
Centre. There are also exciting plans
underway for the development of
CIRCLE’s new site on Herbert St.
The vision is to create a vibrant,
accessible, innovative and sustainable
Universally Accessible Garden and
Community Nursery and Seed bank in
partnership with the Broome
community. A shade house has already
been constructed on-site and funding
has been secure to support the
internal nursery set up in partnership
with Incredible Edible Broome. 
The nursery will cultivate seedlings
that will be made available to
community members and other local
community gardens. There are many
keen gardeners in our community and
the benefits of locally grown vegetable
and fruit seedlings include supply of
varieties suited to our local
environment, elimination of freight
expenses, provision to community
gardens, an opportunity to the
community to engage and learn from
propagation skills. 

Image courtesy of Broome Circle. 

Image description: Warlayirti Artist Joan Eva Nangagee painting at the Artists Away from Home

program
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Now situated in the BEC facility, the
Broome Food Co-op continues to grow
with a dedicated team of members
working together to provide an
alternative source of household
essentials to the Broome Community.
The Co-op continues to supply high
quality products at affordable prices
whilst limiting packaging waste ordering
in bulk. The new facility also provides an
opportunity for more ordering of the
Who Gives a Crap toilet paper, tissues
and paper towel! Sharing the freight
cost makes it much more accessible to
the community. New membership is
always welcome at
www.bfco.cbbc.com.au. 

Supported by Anglicare and Parenting
Connection WA, CIRCLE delivers a range
of popular 

Children and Parenting Programs such
as Tuning into Kids with Chris Bergman
and the ever-popular Baby and Child
First Aid Courses. CIRCLE will continue
to deliver these informative and
valued classes with Circle of Security,
Tuning into Teens and more Baby and
Child First Aid classes in the future.

Image courtesy of Broome Circle and Camera Story. 

Image description: (L-R) Kiarah Judai, Nuria Jadai, Cecilia Brolga, Maria Maraltadjand Yvonne

Mandijalu at the photo booth at the strong Women’s Forum in Derby
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Community Event Highlights
Our Block Rocks is an event that
CIRCLE runs in areas of town that
typically don't get as much attention
as notable venues like Town and Cable
Beach. 

In November, CIRCLE and a host of
other service providers brought a
water slide, sausage sizzles and free
haircuts to kids in Palmer Road Park as
a part of the event.

Broome CIRCLE’s annual Christmas
Craft Markets attract a vast array of
small Business owners, artisans and
hobby crafters from Broome and
Kimberley Communities bringing
people together in an incredibly
vibrant and engaging community
event. The market showcases the
creative talent in the region

and provides shoppers the
opportunity to purchase some unique
Christmas gifts whilst enjoying the
food, music and atmosphere. 2022’s
Market was another wonderful event
held on the 1st of December.

The Women’s Photography program
culminated in two exhibitions held in
Broome and Bidyadanga called Ladies
New Look. Both exhibitions were well
attended allowing the women to
showcase the work that they have
been doing with a range of large
outdoor prints as well as works being
printed on quality photography paper
and available for sale. 19 women
produced finished prints for sale with
more represented in the outdoor
prints collection. 
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Broome Volunteer Resource Service  
Harry Goodlet

Monthly meetings between the
BVRS and the Shire to ensure that
resources are being most
effectively utilised and
collaborating on funding and grant
applications to increase prospects
of success. 

Additional collaborative exercises have
included a Corporate Volunteering Day
with Horizon Power, as well as working
with Saltwater Country in the
recruitment of volunteers and
production of an information session
for Warrmijala Murrgurlayi Project
students on the benefits of
volunteering. 

Celebration of Volunteers in Our

Community

The BVRS has placed particular focus
on celebrating the volunteers in
Broome whose time and effort often
goes unrecognised, and to thank them
for all that they do to enrich our
community. These initiatives have
included establishing the Volunteering
Champs of Broome Podcast in
collaboration with Goolarri Media and
the Shire, in which volunteers share
insights into their experiences and
reflect on the organisations for whom
they volunteer with. Originally slated
to run for National Volunteer Week in
May 2022, the series has proved
immensely popular and will continue
with a second season in 2023.

An additional spin off project was
undertaken between the Shire and 

Recruiting volunteers to assist in the
Citizenship Ceremony and providing
information for new residents on how
volunteering can strengthen
relationships with community
Utilising the Shire’s involvement and
knowledge of Broome’s sporting club
volunteers to tap into a demographic
who may be interested in Circle’s
cultural & community volunteering
opportunities. 

Despite the challenges presented by
COVID-19 for volunteers and the
organisations that they support, the
perseverance of all involved helped to
ensure that vital programs and services
remained afloat. If a silver lining is to be
found after the last two years, it's a
growing understanding of how many
services are upheld by the selfless
contribution of those who dedicate their
time and energy to enriching the Broome
community through their volunteering
work. 

Collaborations With Service Providers &

Volunteering Organisations

In recognition of the shared difficulties
that all Volunteer Involving
Organisations have experienced in the
aftermath of COVID-19, the BVRS has
made major efforts to increase
collaboration and the sharing of
resources with other service providers in
town. 

The Shire of Broome have been a great
partner in this respect, with shared
projects including:



This project is undertaken with Goolarri
Media, who will provide young
Indigenous filmmakers the opportunity
to produce these stories and gain vital
experience in media production. Other
scheduled initiatives include a
Volunteering Expo in collaboration 
with the Shire and presentations in the
local schools on the value of
volunteering as a young person.
 
2022 showed that even in the most
difficult of circumstances, there are
always people in our community who
are willing to go above and beyond
volunteering their time to help their
neighbours. We’re excited for the year
ahead and the opportunities that are
before the Broome Volunteer Resource
Service in assisting our community. 

Cover photo Courtesy of *** 20

CIRCLE, which photographed the
podcast participants to reflect the
diversity of volunteers and volunteering
opportunities in town, and will be on
display at the Christmas Market events
hosted by both organisations. 
A “Volunteer of the Month” recognition
certificate was also implemented, which
included vouchers to local organisations
and businesses as well as poster features
in our monthly newsletter and social
media feeds.

Going Forward
Despite the difficulties that the last year
has presented in volunteering, it has
given us the time to reflect and look at
the areas wherein we can have
significant impact in the recruitment of
new volunteers. Focus will be placed on
activating Indigenous, senior, and young
volunteers through greater collaboration
with organisations and a series of
engagement exercises that hope to
utilise the skills and enthusiasm of these
groups. 
 
CIRCLE have been successful in securing
a Marketing Grant from Volunteering WA,
which will result in the production of 8
short videos that spotlight different
volunteers and organisations in town.
These will then essentially be turned into
advertisements, with proposed
screenings at Sun Pictures, the Civic
Centre, Notre Dame and the local high
schools. 

Volunteers referred
to volunteer

programs

25
Organisations

registered172

11%
of volunteers are of
aboriginal/ Torres

Strait Islander
decent 

19%
of Volunteers are of

culturally and
linguistically diverse

backgrounds
16%

of volunteers are
Male

84%
of volunteers are

Female

32%
of volunteers are

under the age of 30
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Our Service & Community Partners 
 Linkwest | WACOSS | Financial Counselling Australia (FCA) | Financial Counsellors

Association (FCAWA) | Helping Minds | Anglicare WA | The Unframed Project |
Kimberley Personnel | Alive & Kicking | Recovery Centre | Centacare | Red Cross |
Broome Youth & Families Hub | Men’s Outreach Service | Incredible Edible |
Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services | Camera Story | PCYC | Broome Regional
Medical Service (BRAMS) | Shire of Broome | Kullarri Regional Communities
Indigenous Corporation Bidyadanga | Garnduwa | Broome Community Resource
Centre | Marnja Jarndu Women’s Refuge | Milliya Rumurra Aboriginal Corporation |
LAW Access–Free WillsClinic | AboriginalFamily Legal Services–Free WillsClinic |
HHG Legal Group–Free Will Clinic | Jackson McDonald–Free Will Clinic | Australian
Financial Complaints Authority (AFCA) | Australian Securities Investment
Commission (ASIC) | Australian Banking Association (ABA) | Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission (ACCC) | Staff & Community at Beagle Bay,
Bidyadanga, Djarindjin & Ardyaloon | Kimberley Arts Network | Nirrumbuk | North
Regional TAFE | Goolarri Media

Thanks to our Funders:
Department of Communities | Department of Social Services | Lotterywest |
Linkwest | Department of Training & Education | Volunteering WA | Mary Mackillop
Today | First Nations Foundation | Kimberley Community Grant Scheme (Water
Corporation) | AnglicareWA | Regional Arts WA | Martu Charitable Trust |
Department of Infrastructure,Transport, Regional Development and
Communications | Indigenous Visual Arts Industry Support (IVAIS) | Department of
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries | Kimberley Community Grants
Scheme | Horizon Power

Our Contractors & Supporters: 
VLK Accounting | Cold Blue Business Consulting | The Hive Design | Kimberley IT |
Letizia Palmer Chartered Accountants | BK Signs | We’re Cleaning Up | Handy
Andy’s Gardening Service | ABC News Kimberley | Delwyn Everard, Lawyer | Ned’s
Empire | Broome Advertiser | John Willis, Engineer | CWD

Our Donors: 
GIVIT | Bunnings Broome | Lioness Club of Broome | Pindan Patches | Alcoholics
Anonymous | McCorry Brown Earthmoving | Horizon Power Corporate Volunteers |
Lift-n-Rig Broome | LINMAC (Lindsey McCoy) | Shire of Broome | Northwest Trim &
Shade | Feed the Little Children

Donations are always welcome, please go to our website: www.broomecircle.org.au

https://www.broomecircle.org.au/
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Board Members
Elisabeth Lucke (Chairperson)
Anne Jennings (Treasurer)
Kaz Fitzpatrick (Vice Chairperson)
Merrilee Lands
Jake Hay (Secretary)
Jordin Payne
Liz Locke
Sue Castellarin
Cobina Crawford

Staff
Denisa Konecny
Bronwyn Clark
Paula Manning
Harry Goodlet
Carly Day
Amethyst Chrystal
Annie Brown
Ayesha Moss
Maggie Yu
Maggie McGuiness
Melita Grant
Min En ChekNi 
Luh Armini
Ron Holland

Our People

Sen Amaratunga
Andrea Woods
Sonja Gobel
Tania McKenzie
Veronica Johnson
Yvonne Chen
Kathryn Child
Lorraine Greechan
Darwanti Luttgens
Gareth Parcel
Yvonne Mkandara
Tessa Jones
Talayah Bergman
Cate Warne

Photographers Rosalie Frank and Cecilia Brolga in Bidyadanga By Carly Day



Thanks to our Funders


